The HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF HARFORD COUNTY, Inc.

143 N. Main Street
Bel Air, MD 21014

Preserving Our Past For Your Future

Society Pews

January / February 2019 Phone: (410) 838-7691

FAX: (410) 838-5257
E-Mail: info@HarfordHistory.org
On the web: www.HarfordHistory.org

Harford County, Inc.,
headquarters.

IN THIS ISSUE

President’s Message 1

Coming Events

Hays House 4
Happenings

Lincoln’s Secret Trip 5
Through Harford

New Members 6

Winter Genealogy Series | 7

2019 Program Sponsor- | 7

PRESIDENT’S MIESSAGE

As we ring in the New Year and bid goodbye to the old, I would like
to reflect on our accomplishments of the past year and look forward
to what lies ahead for the Society.

During 2018, under the excellent guidance of our outgoing president,
Carol Deibel, we have expanded our outreach to the Harford
community through some exciting new events and programs. These
include the very popular monthly Brown Bag Luncheons, our lecture
series, the Genealogy Seminars and the special events that promoted
our county’s history and the people who made it happen.

It has been a successful year, and we are determined to do even
better this year. We have some new programs planned, including
two bus trips to historical sites, and a continuation of the Brown Bag
Luncheons. And there will be more; just keep an eye out for our
email announcements.

But as we look forward, we must face the fact that maintaining our
commitment to the community does not come without cost. Our
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ship Opportunity
Local Notable Athletes 3 facilities are historic, but that also means they are old and that comes
Good News 3 with a high maintenance cost. Just keeping the doors open is costly

- and we are thankful for the many volunteers who give their time to
HIE:PL Jarrettsville 8 the Society so that we can fulfill our mission.
rograms

Legacy Program 9 But to fully do our job, we must increase our income. It is my goal
Volunteers Make the 9 for the coming year, to increase our membership and expand our

Society Tick funding programs in order to maintain the sustainability of The
Society’z Calondar for 10 Historical Society of Harford County.

January to June 2019 If you haven’t visited for a while, stop by and see what we have to

Archeological Society George F Harrison, President 2019
Reservation Form 11
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COMING EVENTS

Brown Bag Lunch Series

The Brown Bag Lunch Series continues this year with some wonderful speakers and stories. On
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 from 12:30 — 1:30 p.m. Barry Lee of the Muncee Nation will provide us with
the story of the Eastern Woodland Culture and Wampum Belts. Mr. Lee is a noted speaker, dancer and
singer, known for his performances at Powwows throughout the country.

He has been nominated for the Native American
Music Award six times. Currently, he is Co-
Executive Director of the Circle Legacy Center, an
organization to promote and assist Native
Americans in the Southeast Pennsylvania region.
Come learn about the importance of Wampum
belts and the Lenape’s agreements with William
Penn. Don’'t miss this opportunity to ask
questions and learn more about the Native
Americans who originally lived along the east
coast of the country.

February 12, the Brown Bag Lunch will feature
speaker, Jim Chrismer. His talk is entitled, Bound
for the Line: Harford County and Fugitive Slaves.
Come learn about Harford’s involvement in the
Underground Railroad and the local personalities
who promoted and benefited from efforts to
advance the cause of liberty. As a border state,
sympathies ran in two directions, making
Harford County abutting pro-Union,
Pennsylvania a hot bed of activity before the Civil
War. This is an opportunity to hear some of the
amazing stories of escape and flights to freedom
as part of our celebration of Black History Month.

N AR TR Y R, . G
On March 12" from 12:30 — 1:30 p.m., the Brown Bag Right is of no sex; truth is of no color; God is the Father
Lunch Series will feature Rich Wiltison, an APG of us all, and we are all brethren - Frederick Douglas,
historian who will describe the 1917 development The North Star

of Aberdeen Proving Ground: its impact on

canning, agriculture, existing communities and the military.

Brown Bag lunches are free for members. For non-members there is a charge of $5 per person to cover
expenses to the Historical Society in presenting the speakers. If you have any questions, please contact
the Historical Society of Harford County at (410) 838-7691. Reservations are not required.
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Lecture and Tea: The Little House at Best Endeavor

Step back into colonial Harford County. Visit with an
early Sheriff and some enterprising landowners who
helped shape the county’s future as Grace Fielder
describes a historic property that is believed to be the
home of one of our earliest sheriff’s and learn about
the part he and his neighbors played in settling the
wilderness that once was Harford. Tea and
refreshments will be served for your added

e enjoyment. Reservations are required. The tea will
m :g begin at 2 p.m. Cost $15. See the Reservation Form on

= page 11 of this newsletter for more information.

Special Event: The Story of the Ma & Pa Railroad
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On Saturday, February 2, 2019, Walter !

Holloway, a noted expert on the Ma & Pa .

Railroad will give a presentation on the !

history of this unique and historically .

important train company and its lasting !
impacts on Harford County and beyond.

He will be sharing his vast collection of !
photographs and answering questions

about the railroad’s development and i
importance from Baltimore to

Philadelphia. The presentation starts at 2 C

p. m. and will run until 5 p.m. The cost for !

the show is $10 per person. Reservations .

are required, and seating is limited so !
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please call or submit your reservation form (Page 11 of the newsletter) as soon as possible.
Special Event: Jazz Night at the Museum

Join us on Friday, March 1, 2019 at the Historical Society,
143 N. Main Street, Bel Air for an evening of live
entertainment. Meet our emcee for the night, local radio
personality, Terry Trouyet. Lean back and swing to the
music of the Nico Sarbanes Trio. Tickets are $25 per
person and include small plates, beer and wine, live
entertainment and free parking. You must be 21 or over
to attend.

For reservations, visit the Society’s website
www.HarfordHistory.org, complete the form in this
newsletter or call the Society at 410-838-7691.
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HAYS HOUSE HAPPENINGS

Hays House Museum once again closed out the season
with its annual Christmas Open House. On December 1
and 2, visitors were treated to the 1788 house decked out
in an array of holiday greenery and seasonal decorations
created by members of the Country Garden Club of
Harford County. On Sunday, the Catherine Street
Consort played seasonal music on period instruments.

The Country Garden Club, now in its 71% year, has
worked with the historical society and Hays House since
1960 when the historic house was saved from demolition
and moved to its current location. The original
landscaping plan developed by the garden club included
planting the row of hollies, now sizable trees, lining the
fence along the parking lot — useful for today’s holiday
decorating.

Each year, member clubs of the Federated
Garden Clubs of Maryland are invited to
decorate trees representing each county for
display at The Maryland State House. This
year, the ladies of the Country Garden Club
took inspiration from the historical society
archives in decorating the Harford County
Christmas tree. The tree’s theme was the
history of the canning industry in Harford
County. With the help of collector and expert
Bernie Bodt, antique canning labels were collected and
copied, and a display was created for the tree.

Agriculture has been an important part of Harford
County’s economy since its founding in the early 18%
century with the fertile soil along the Chesapeake Bay
and the Susquehanna River. Water and rail
transportation led to the development of canneries with
ready export to Baltimore and cities across the country.
George Washington Baker is thought to have started the
county’s first cannery in Aberdeen in 1866 leading many
to follow. From 1880 until the 1950s, there were more
than 700 canneries in Harford County leading to it being
called the canned vegetable supplier to the nation.
While farming continues to prosper, canning is no longer a major industry in the area but played a
memorable role in the county’s history worthy of recognition.
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LINCOLN’S SECRET TRIP THROUGH HARFORD COUNTY

by Bill Pfingsten, Archives Volunteer

Early in the morning of February 23, 1861, President-elect Abraham
Lincoln passed through Harford County. His trip took less than an
hour and no citizen of Harford County knew of his presence.
Lincoln probably slept through the entire event. This 17-mile
journey seems unimportant, but the reason behind the trip made
news throughout the United States.

Although Abraham Lincoln was known throughout the country
from newspaper reports of the Lincoln- Douglas debates in 1859,
few people outside Illinois had heard him speak. In the 1860’s,
presidential candidates did not campaign as they do today. They
relied on newspapers and campaign workers to convey their
positions on the issues of the day.

After Abraham Lincoln won the election of 1860, his staff planned
an inaugural train trip from Springfield, IL to Washington, DC to
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ninety separate stops or speeches along the route. Some gatherings included more than 100,000
spectators. In addition, people lined the railroad tracks to see the Lincoln train as it passed. The route
only included northern cities that strongly supported the Republican, with one exception, Baltimore,
Maryland.

The trip began in Springfield Illinois on Monday, February 11, 1861 and proceeded through Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and concluded on February 23 in DC. On the
morning of February 22, Washington’s Birthday, Lincoln gave a speech at Independence Hall in
Philadelphia and unveiled the new 34-star flag following Kansas’ entry into the Union. He then
boarded his train for a trip to Harrisburg with stops in Leaman Place and Lancaster. After speaking
before the Pennsylvania state legislature and Governor Andrew Curtin in Harrisburg, he was
scheduled to continue south the following morning on the Northern Central Railroad through York
County, PA, Harford County, MD, Baltimore County, MD and Baltimore City to the Calvert Street
Station.

Early in the trip, Allan Pinkerton, of the Pinkerton Detective Agency was hired by the railroad to be the
president’s body guard. Pinkerton received word that there would be an attempt to assassinate the
president during his stop in Baltimore. The Maryland election results in 1860 were 42,482 for John C.
Breckinridge a Southern Democrat, 41,760 for John Bell a Constitutional Unionist, 5,966 for Stephen A.
Douglas a Democrat and only 2,294 for Abraham Lincoln the Republican. All 8 electoral votes went to
Breckinridge. Maryland was a slave state and had little love for the Republican.

Based on the assassination report, new plans were drawn up to bypass his scheduled speech in
Baltimore on February 23. The president-elect secretly boarded a train and returned to Philadelphia.
There he boarded an 11pm special train at the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore (PW&B) station
and began a nighttime trip to Baltimore. Telegraph lines to the south were cut to prevent word of this
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schedule change. The remaining inaugural train, with Mrs. Lincoln and the Lincoln boys stayed in
Harrisburg and proceeded to Baltimore along the Northern Central route the following morning.

The PW&B railroad ran from Philadelphia to Baltimore, crossing the Susquehanna River from
Perryville to Havre de Grace. The first railroad bridge crossing the Susquehanna at Havre de Grace
would not be built until 1866, so in 1861, trains were loaded on the ferry boat, Maryland, and shuttled
across. At some point in the early morning hours of February 23, 1861, Lincoln entered Harford
County. From Havre de Grace he passed through stations in Aberdeen, Perrymansville, Edgewood,
Magnolia and crossed bridges over the Bush River and Gunpowder River, entered Baltimore County
and proceeded to the President Street Station in Baltimore City.

When he reached President Street Station, it was still dark. His rail car was then pulled by horses to the
Baltimore and Ohio Station at Camden Yard where he gave a brief speech before a small group,
boarded a Baltimore and Ohio train and continued his journey to Washington, DC. Baltimore
newspapers and other southern newspapers ridiculed Lincoln for sneaking through the city. Some
publishing cartoons of the president-elect disguised in a long coat wearing a tam and hiding in a
freight car.
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It should be noted that there was no direct connection between Baltimore railroad stations. Passengers !
were shuttled between stations by carriage cars. Horses pulled these cars from President Street Station
to Camden Yard on tracks in the middle of Pratt Street. The city did not allow locomotives to pass !
through the city because of the danger of fire from hot cinders
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Less than two months later, the first Union casualties of the Civil War occurred along the same Pratt
Street route between President Street Station and Camden Yard. A Baltimore secessionist mob attacked
Massachusetts troops headed to Washington to defend the capital. Four soldiers and twelve rioters
were killed. In May of 1861, martial law was declared in Baltimore and Union troops were stationed in
the city to arrest and detain secessionists. Union soldiers were stationed at the Gunpowder and Bush
River bridges as well as Havre de Grace to protect the railroad ferry from secessionist’s attacks. It’s
entirely possible that there would have been an attempt on Lincoln’s life had he delivered his
scheduled speech in Baltimore.

While serving as a Congressman from Illinois in 1848, Lincoln probably rode the PW&B through
Harford County while attending the Whig Convention in Philadelphia. He would have crossed from
Havre de Grace to Perryville on an earlier ferry named Susquehanna. During his presidency, he made at
least two trips through Harford County on the PW&B. On June 23 and 25, 1862, he made a secret trip to
West Point, New York to meet with retired general Winfield Scott. Then on June 16, 1864, President
Lincoln, his wife Mary and son Tad rode to Philadelphia to attend the Great Central Sanitary Fair.

NEW MEMBERS
The Society welcomes the following new members:
Jane Ann Brown and Family Lisa Phillips
Paul and Kathleen Chandler and Family Jack Schammel
Robert and Christine Grochowski Margaret A. Reel and Family
Amy Jahnigen Paul Wohlfort

Mr. and Mrs. George Klair and Family
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WINTER GENEALOGY SERIES.

by Mary Worthington Schweers

Our Winter 2019 Genealogy Series will start on Wednesday, January 9* with a “Back to Basics” night
featuring Genealogist Mary Schweers. She will guide the budding genealogist in the search for their
ancestors and provide a review for those more established in their research.

On February 13, Genealogist Chris Smithson returns with “Getting your Ducks in a Row” Organizing
your documents and family history information can be the most challenging part of genealogy. Join us
as Chris demonstrates solutions to shaping up your family tree without killing a forest.

The quarter will close out with a Genealogy workshop on “My Ancestor Was a Quaker” hosted by
Genealogist Christopher Smithson. Many Quakers found a home in Harford County and you may be
surprised to find this Quaker heritage in your past.

All classes begin at 7:00 pm and conclude before 9:00 pm, pre-registration is not necessary, but it is
encouraged to facilitate planning. There is a charge of $10 per person to cover expenses to the Historical
Society in presenting the class. If you have any questions, please contact the Historical Society of
Harford County at (410) 838-7691.

2019 PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Each year the Historical Society conducts numerous programs to fulfill our mission of promoting and
interpreting the rich and diverse history of Harford County. The programs also help us raise the funds
necessary to fulfill this mission. If you or someone you know has a business that would benefit from
advertising with us or would just like to help continue the many programs offered by the Society,
please consider becoming a sponsor. All sponsors are recognized in event advertising, event flyers, on
the Society’s website and Facebook page and at the sponsored event. Sponsors also receive a
complimentary membership for the year. The following Sponsorship Opportunities are available for
your consideration:
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S

Brown Bag Lunch Series $1,000 series/$100 single event

Tea & Lecture Series $1,000 series/$350 single event

Genealogy Workshops $500

Learning Bee Series $1,000 series/$100 single event

Bus Trips National Archives - $500/ Delaware Art Museum - $500
Founder’s Day Event $500

Bulletin $500 per edition

Newsletter $2,500 for year or $500 per edition

% Annual Dinner, Dance & Show at Richlin, options range from $350 to $1,500
¥ Jazz & Wine Night at the Museum, contact Society for options
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If you are interested in learning more or would like to become a sponsor,
please contact the Society’s Director, Maryanna Skowronski at 410-836-7691.

You should be receiving your membership renewal forms very soon. We hope you will continue
your membership and encourage anyone who is interested in the county’s history or local genealogy
to consider becoming a member. Gift memberships are also available.
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NOTABLE LOCAL ATHLETES FROM DAYS GONE BY

After graduating from Bel Air High School, Frank Cronin went on to the
University of Maryland and became a boxer and track athlete there. He
graduated in 1939, eventually becoming a Golf Coach at the University of
Maryland. Mr. Cronin was inducted into the University of Maryland
Athlete Hall of Fame, Maryland Boxing Hall of Fame and PGA Golfers
Hall of Fame. In 1980, he received the Governor of Maryland Citation for
Distinguished Service

One year behind Cronin at Maryland was Jim
, Kehoe, also from Bel Air, who was an
Frank Cronin Atlantic Coast Conference champion in track

at Maryland during his under graduate years,

then later became track coach, and in the 1990’s served as Athletic Director

at Maryland.

James Henry Kehoe, Jr. was an American athletics coach and university
administrator. He served as the athletic director at the University of
Maryland from 1969 to 1978, during which time he was responsible for the
hiring of future Hall of Fame coaches Lefty Driesell, Jerry Claiborne, Bud
Beardmore, and Chris Weller.

Both Cronin and Kehoe are members of the University of Maryland
Athletic Hall of Fame.

GooD NEWS

This past August, Society member, Curtis Pace met with two historians from Virginia, Edward Wright
Haile and Connie Lapallo, representing the Chesapeake Conservancy when they visited Harford
County to place a plaque on the Gas and Electric property adjacent to Aberdeen Proving Ground that
marks the John Smith Chesapeake Trail. The marker is part of the Captain John Smith Chesapeake
National Historic Trail commemorating Smith’s explorations of the Bay from 1607 — 1609. The trail is
the nation’s first all water national historic trail.

The Chesapeake conservancy and its partners pinpointed 24 locations for the original crosses. In an
ongoing effort, the Conservancy is marking the spots for modern day adventurers to retrace Smith’s
journey using small stone markers. For more information visit
chesapeakeconservancy.org/2016/06/29/john-smith-chesapeake-trail-cross-markers/

JARRETTSVILLE LIBRARY HOSTS TWO TALKS BY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS

Richard Sherrill, former Historical Society President, will appear at the Jarrettsville library, 3722
Norrisville Road at 6:30 — 8 pm on Wednesday, January 16%. His presentation, entitled Life on the
Susquehanna River, will cover the history of the people and towns along the great Susquehanna River as
part of the library’s local history program. This will be followed on Wednesday, February 13" from 6:30
- 8 pm by Jeff Smart’s presentation Harford County and the Gettysburg Campaign of 1863. Both programs
promise to be excellent and are free to the public. We hope you will be able to attend.
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LEGACY PROGRAM: THE FUTURE IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT

Your generous support for the Society over the years is greatly appreciated. But you may be able to do
even more through a charitable gift that could permit you to leave a legacy, while possibly providing
valuable tax savings as well.

For generations, the Historical Society has collected and preserved the artifacts, stories and documents
that tell the history of Harford County and its citizens, sharing this remarkable tale with its members
and visitors, assisting researchers and offering programs that bring this history to life. To continue this
work requires long term financial assistance. The Board of Trustees recently developed a Legacy
Program that we hope will help continue our mission for the long term. It's easy — Here’s how:

» Name the Society in your will, codicil or revocable trust.

> Designate the Society as a full, partial or contingent beneficiary of a retirement account (IRA,
401K, etc.)

> Designate the Society as a beneficiary of your life insurance policy.
> Make a gift of a specific asset, such as real estate, stocks, bonds or other assets

> Gift a specific dollar amount or a percentage of your estate.

please call Maryanna Skowronski, Director, 410-838-7691 or visit our website at
www.HarfordHistory.org. For those of you, who have already named the Society in their will or left a

Legacy by any other means, please let the Director know so we can recognize you as part of this
ongoing Legacy Program. We truly appreciate your consideration.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY VOLUNTEERS MAKE THE SOCIETY TICK!

Our volunteers have enriched the resources of the Society’s collections and our community by:
e Volunteering more than 10,000 hours last fiscal year
e Archiving hundreds of donations for today’s researchers and future generations

e Sponsoring exciting programs such as living history performances, brown bag lunches, a
Learning Bee Series, and lectures & teas

e Developing interesting and exciting community programs and fundraisers

e Some jobs require volunteers to come to the Society, but others can be done from home. Let us
know if you would like to explore the possibilities

Don’t Let Another Day Pass... Join Today!

For more information on how you can become a volunteer, please contact Sue Niewenhous, Volunteer
Specialist at Volunteer@HarfordHistory.org or ask the Society’s staff by calling 410-838- 7691.
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THE SOCIETY’S EVENT SCHEDULE - JANUARY TO JUNE 2019

JANUARY

8 Brown Bag Lunch Series: Eastern Woodland Indians and the Wampum Belts. Barry Lee, Muncee
Nation, 12:30 - 1:30 pm

9 Genealogy Workshop, Genealogy Basics, Mary Schweers,7 — 9 pm.

19 Lecture & Tea, The Little House at Best Endeavor, Grace Fielder. 2-4pm. $

FEBRUARY

2 The Story of the Ma & Pa Railroad as told by Walter Holloway. 7 =9 pm. $

12 Brown Bag Lunch Series: Bound for the Line: Harford County and Fugitive Slaves. Jim Chrismer.
12:30-1:30 pm

13 Genealogy Workshop, 7- 9 pm. $

MARCH

10 The Hays House Museum 2019 Season opens with History Alive. Margaret Brent and the
Indians. Mary Ann Jung, $

12 Brown Bag Lunch Series: The 1917 Development of APG, 12:30 — 1:30 pm.

13 Genealogy workshop, My Ancestor the Quaker, Christopher Smithson, 7-9 pm, $10

23 Volunteer Open House. 10 am — 2 pm.

24 Learning Bee Series: Book Talk. Books about Women in American History, $

APRIL

6 Lecture & Tea: Quakers and Their Impact on Harford County History, speaker Larry Carmichael
$

9 Brown Bag Lunch Series: The History of Medchi & the Harford County Connection, Meg Fairfax
Fielding. 12:30 — 1:30 pm.

10 Genealogy Workshop, Where Did They Go? How to Find Disappearing Relatives, Mary
Schweers, 7-9 pm. $

14 Learning Bee Series: Gadgets and Geegaws: Oddities from Times Past. $

MAY

3 Hays House Museum, First Friday Open House 5-7 pm. Free

14 Brown Bag Lunch Series: And Their Off: The History of Horse Racing, Maryanna Skowronski
12:30 — 1:30 pm.

15 Genealogy Workshop, Couch Potato Genealogy, Researching from Your Home, Mary Schweers,
7-9 pm. $

JUNE

7 Hays House Museum, First Friday Open House 5 -7 pm. Free

9 Learning Bee Series: Thomas Hayes and the Neighbors. Christopher T. Smithson. $

11 Brown Bag Lunch Series: Harford County from Farmland to Suburbia. 12:30 —1:30

25 American Girl Party for children 5 and up. Bring your dolls for dessert and story time. Make
a craft to take home. 1 — 3 pm. Space is limited Reservations required.

29 Annual Yard Sale featuring everything from estate items to books, glassware, furniture, toys
and more. 9 am - 3 pm.
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ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY EVENTS

The Archeological Society of the Northern Chesapeake hosts fascinating programs throughout the year.
Their meetings are open to the public.

On January 9, 2019 at 7 pm, the Historical Society’s former Vice President, Walter Holloway will be
their guest speaker, presenting The Ma & Pa Railroad, the Last Run in Photos, at the Havre de Grace City
Hall. The Archeological Society’s speaker for Tuesday, February 12,2019 will be Mike Tritsch who will
speak on Working at Megiddo at the Harford Jewish Center in Havre de Grace.

Both programs will be preceded by refreshments at 6:30 pm. For more information, call David Peters
443-206-2070 Text / Voice.

RESERVATION FORM
Date Event Fee Amount
Jan 8 Brown Bag Lunch: Eastern Woodland $ **
Culture and Wampum Belts
Jan 9 Genealogy Workshop: Genealogy Basics $10.00
Jan 19 Lecture & Tea: The Little House at Best Endeavor $15.00
Feb 2 The Story of the Ma & Pa Railroad $10.00
Feb 12 Brown Bag Lunch: Bound for the Line - Harford ~ $ **
County and Fugitive Slaves
Feb 13 Genealogy Workshop: Getting Your Ducks in ~ $10.00
a Row - Organizing your Records
Mar 1 Jazz Night at the Museum $25.00
Mar 12 Brown Bag Lunch:1917 Development of APG $**
Mar 13 Genealogy Workshop: My Ancestor Was a $10.00

Quaker
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

** Brown Bag Lunch Series: FREE for members, $5.00 for non-members. Reservations not required.

Name: Ph. or E-Mail:

Hays House Museum events are ticketed at door. Reservations not required.
Tickets for events with fees can also be purchased via PayPal on the Society’s web page.

For more information, check the Society’s website at www.HarfordHistory.org,
www.Facebook.com/HarfordCountyHistoricalSociety or call 410-838-7691. Return your Reservation
form to the Historical Society, 143 N. Main Street, Bel Air, MD. 21014.

The Historical Society of Harford County is supported in part by a grant from the
Harford County Government Office of Economic Development.
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