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Preface 
 
When our predecessor book The Lofty Barn – A Farmer’s Castle was 
enthusiastically received, it became apparent that the farming legacy 
of Harford County was still very much alive in the minds of many.  
Its subtitle Harford County’s Rural Heritage harkened to the county’s 
agrarian roots and in examining that simple but thought provoking 
line, we realized that more research, writing, and image recording 
was needed to illustrate, illuminate and enlighten the past for the 
inurnment of the present.   
 
Like bulky barns and lesser sheds, all farm structures are fast 
disappearing and unless documented before their demise, these 
symbols of a lifestyle gone by might easily slip into oblivion. In our 
quest for barns, a number of spring houses had been spotted and the 
photographs taken served as a rock-solid foundation on which to 
build another book. 
 
Fortunately, a few spring houses have been preserved serving as 
pump houses to deliver water to the dwelling. Others have been 
lovingly rebuilt by their owners and shine as quaint dots on the rural 
landscape. Nearly all were located near valleys making them difficult 
to see over the hillsides and with disuse many have fallen into decay 
making the already diminutive structures even smaller and harder to 
identify. With trees and brush overgrowing, they often blended into 
the countryside, but the presence of a pond or meandering brook 
usually signaled a spring was close by. 
 
This identification difficulty was much abated when farm owners 
called to report a spring house on their property. The online Maryland 
Historical Trust pointed to others, and sometimes the authors stopped 
at an old dwelling and inquired about a spring. Most people were 
courteous and helpful.  
 
Herein are the results of our efforts. We sincerely hope you enjoy 
learning about another chapter in Harford County’s Rural Heritage. 
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