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Preface 
 

Harford Glen is unique. Historically, its origins date to the 
early settlement of the county and architecturally there still exist 
structures going back to the nineteenth century.  Topologically, there 
are wetlands, stream valleys, forested hillsides, meadows, and, along 
part of Plumtree Run, a beautiful gorge. Ecologically, there are 
twenty-nine species of mammals, more than one hundred twenty-five 
varieties of birds, seventeen different reptiles and amphibians, ten 
kinds of butterflies and dragonflies, and more than five hundred fifty 
varieties of plants, including forty different wildflowers. 
 

And best of all – it is an outdoor educational 
classroom room for the students of Harford County. 
   

This book begins with the original one-thousand-acre land 
patent known as Clagett’s Forrest and traces the history of the land 
first developed by the Hollingsworth family. The farm known as Glen 
Echo, where the present-day historic structures are, had almost a 
dozen owners before it was turned over to the Harford County Board 
of Education in 1948. These families are chronicled. 

As well, the Hollingsworth factory that gave Wheel Road its 
name is covered, along with several legends about how nearby Ring 
Factory Road received its unusual name. All the existing historic 
buildings are discussed, placing them in context of when they were an 
essential part of farm life. 

The last chapter deals with the Harford Glen Environmental 
Education Center today and outlines the vision the leaders share for 
making it even better for tomorrow.  

The path from its first settlement to today’s Environmental 
Education Center was a long journey and not without setbacks and 
disappointments. But the visionaries persevered and the county’s 
future leaders richly benefit from their dedicated and tenacious work. 
In 1998 the Glen commemorated fifty years of being in the school 
system and in 2004 celebrated twenty-five years of residential 
outdoor education. This is that story for you to enjoy and more 
importantly – to celebrate. 
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